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PREVENT WATER FROM DAMAGING YOUR HOME 
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Excluding catastrophes, water causes more damage to 

American homes than fire, thunderstorms, and theft.1 

About one in 55 insured U.S. homes has a water damage 

or freezing claim each year.2 The damage to your home 

can be severeñwhether itõs an old water heater waiting 

to spill into the basement, a slow leak from a shower 

valve behind a wall, or an exposed pipe that may 

freeze and burst. 

Nationwide Private Clientõs risk solutions team 

recommends the following simple and low -cost steps to 

help prevent water damage: 

Leaksñif it holds water, it may fail:  

¶ Inspect all appliances regularly for signs of age such 

as rust, cracking, and water stains. 

¶ Check hoses for splits, cracks, or kinks. 

¶ Verify all water connections are tight and dry. 

¶ Install a catch basin under appliances like water 

heaters and washing machines. 

¶ Work with a licensed plumber as needed. 

 

Lower your riskñknow how to prevent and 

remedy these situations: 

¶ Locate the main water shut-off valve in your home 

and learn how to operate it.  

¶ Be sure you know how to turn off fixtures with valves, 

such as toilets and faucets. 

¶ If you plan to be away for an extended period of 

time, consider closing your homeõs water main. 

¶ During freezing conditions, cover exposed pipes and 

water spigots with insulation to prevent a pipe burst.  

¶ Replace existing supply hoses to your toilets, faucets, 

ice maker, washing machine, and dishwasher with 

braided stainless steel connectors.3 

¶ Consider installing a whole-house leak detection 

system. This device will not only sense problems, but 

it will also shut off the water automatically to help 

prevent significant damage to your home and 

personal property. In many states, you may qualify for 

discounts on your premium if this type of device  is 

installed. 

 

Get to it fastñif water damage strikes, follow 

these important steps: 

¶ Locate and close the main water shut off as quickly as 

possible. If you cannot, call a plumber immediately. 

¶ Dry the area as quickly as possible, including any 

standing water. 

¶ Contact a water mitigation service companyñthey 

have the right equipment and experience to mitigate 

the amount of damage and prevent secondary 

damage from mold or rot.  

¶ Contact your insurance agent or your carrier to report 

a claim. Be sure to save any receipts from incurred 

expenses to help process your claim. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact us at EHL 

Insurance. 

We offer this information to assist you in making 

decisions that can help mitigate your risk. While we 

cannot address every possible scenario or guarantee 

these tips will work for you, our goal is to support your 

efforts to protect you and your family.  
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Every quarter, our team picks a nonprofit organization in each peninsula (Olympic and Kitsap). Those charities will 

receive $10 for every referral that we receive during the chosen quarter. We look forward to donating to wonderful 

causes throughout our communities. Remember, the more referrals you give us, the more money we are able to donate! 

Thank you to the following clients and friends of EHL  

who have recommended us recently:  

 

Bim & Lynne Prince ~  Chris Laverdure ~ Schelie Hoynes ~ Mary Richards 

~ Jan Zufelt ~ Rick & Gladys Dearinger ~ Nemy Cerdenola ~ John 

Armstrong ~ William Parnell ~ Neal & Nancey Wood ~ Denise Nicolet ~ 

Chris Tibb ~ Scott DeSchryver ~ Riley Chase ~ Rob Castro ~ Doug 

Woodside ~ Connie McKnight ~ Jon Brandt ~  Dale & Joy Gerber ~ Shad 

Smallwood  ~ Guy Denton ~ John Bonow & Carol Ann Davidson ~ Dennis 

& Randi Paulson. 
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Bremerton Teen Center 

Boys & Girls Clubs  

of South Puget Sound 
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In June, the EHL team took over the Bremerton Boys and Girls Club for an afternoon of fun and games. We divided into 

three groups to help with separate activities for the afternoon. One group ran a rousing game of kickball.  Great fun was 

had running, sliding, and panting for breath while playing with the young athletes! Another group participated in a 

lemon eating contest. The victor was not lacking for Vitamin C after consuming 21 wedges! The EHL team òsoured outó 

early with only 8 wedges. Meanwhile the third group of volunteers enjoyed making marshmallow launchers out of 

various pieces of wood, plastic utensils, and rubber bands. It is hard to say who won the launching contest for sure, but 

clearly everyone had fun eating and throwing marshmallows at the walls and windows! 
 

All in all we had a great time participating in these great activities and spending some quality time with youth from our 

community. 

Brian 

Rhonda Ausbun, Ben Rogers, 
Scott Baker, Rich Hecker John Bower 

Marshmallow Launchers 

Sal Catania, Heather Torres, Laura Leitzinger 


